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The Hungarian government at Pesth appointed the Ban; it also
imposed in 1868 an electoral system so arranged as to give the
majority to the advocates of the compromise-
In the two Hungarian Chambers the secondary peoples had
thus only insignificant minorities. The Diet was composed
almost entirely of Magyars, and party division was based only
on questions of policy. The situation was almo-st the same as in
1848. The Rigid or moderate opposition, the conservative party,
especially numerous in the Chamber of Magnates, was still in
favour at the court of Vienna; its aim was to maintain the aris-
tocratic and Catholic regime as firmly as possible. The fc address
party," organized as the " Deak Club," had accepted the com-
promise of 1867 and the agreement with Austria; it wished to
establish in Hungary a liberal parliamentary Astern, at the same
time preserving the administration by the nobility. The Left,
formerly the upholders of the Constitution of '48, were hostile to
Austria, demanded a personal union, and protested against the
compromise of 1867 as contrary to national independence. The
extreme Left was composed of democrats, followers of Kossuth,
and exiles of 1848, irreconcilable enemies to Austria. (Kossuth,
who had retired to Italy, refused to the day of his death, in 1894,
to return to his native land or to recognise Francis Joseph.)

The government was always strictly parliamentary, the King
choosing only those ministers who had the support of the ma-
jority in the House. But in Hungary, as in Italy, the ministry
had until now always controlled the elections.

The Deak party had at first a strong majority and became the
liberal ministerial party. The liberal ministry concluded the
arrangements with Austria and had the laws of 1848 revised. It
then began the reorganization of the army, the administration,
and the financial system. The active army remained common to
all the states of the Empire, and retained German as the language
of command. But the Honveds, corresponding to the Landivehr,
became an exclusively Hungarian army. The counties remained
self-governing, directed by a committee formed half of elected
'delegates, half of the heaviest taxpayers; none dared to make a
complete reform, for fear of irritating the nobility* The liberal
party had also in its program the separation of the state from
Church authority (full religious liberty, civil marriage, abolition
of compulsory confession of faith). The discussion of these re-
forms was, however, long delayed, for fear of driving the Catholic
party into a coalition with the Left.